Greetings:

The Thomas Paine Settled Ministry Search Committee has found a minister - our community now begins a process to get to know the candidate.

Your seven-member Search Committee has been meeting since last June and we have followed the process for calling a minister as outlined in UUA guidelines, working with the Transitions Office in Boston.

We believe the Rev. Jennie Barrington will bring congregational experience, enthusiasm, quality services, dedication to children and a strong Religious Education program, and community outreach to our fellowship.

She is a third-generation Unitarian Universalist, growing up in Massachusetts  (home church in Dedham.) She worked in theater and as a paralegal for a number of years. She earned her master’s of divinity from Bangor Theological Seminary, after becoming an active lay leader in First Parish UU of Portland, Me. She started her half-time ministry in Winchendon, Mass., the week of the bombing of the World Trade Center in 2001. She also works as an educator and advocate for the clients of Residential Resources, Inc., in Keene, N.H., to supplement her income. 

The Winchendon congregation is a historic church that was losing membership to attrition and old age. But Rev. Barrington managed to bring in several young families and start an RE program and then persuaded the congregation to support hiring a Director of Religious Education. The program now flourishes and the number of children has tripled. She has also been a strong advocate for much-needed building renovations and improvements. 

We liked Rev. Jennie’s words:

“My leadership style is to encourage and empower people to voice their great ideas and help them make those ideas a reality so our congregation and its wider community are stronger, healthier, and more sustainable.”

We have learned that Rev. Jennie is a good listener, and likes a wide variety of church music and lots of original artwork around the church. She ministers to the entire community, young, old and outside our walls. She is a good support for people’s spiritual journeys and a good resource of information. She is willing to try new things and is open to new ideas.

Our committee was struck by her warmth and caring and her willingness to be a team player. We believe she will be effective in helping TPUUF reach its full potential and work in a gentle, respectful and compassionate way. She demonstrates a deep knowledge and appreciation of UUism and a passion for living out its values in her life and helping congregations operate according to UU values. She is a dedicated, hard working minister interested in all aspects of ministry.

She will preach April 27 and May 4 and there will be meetings set up throughout the week for all to get to know her. The first opportunity comes after the Sunday, April 27th service when the Search Committee will host a congregational forum in which Rev. Barrington will take informal questions for an hour. The following Saturday night, May 3, please come to an Evening of Great Expectations. This potluck dinner and music extravaganza will feature performances by young and old.

If you have questions about the process or the schedule for the week, please contact a member of the Search Committee.
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