Dear Members and Friends,

I guess there must be some people in the world who would not be jumping out of their socks with joy at the idea of moving to suburban Philadelphia.  But I think they are missing out on a “best-kept secret,” and I am jumping out of my socks with joy—

Though you do not yet know me, I can hardly wait to drive down to your community and meet you all -  I am so happily anticipating getting to know you, your families, and your joys, concerns, hopes, and dreams.  Your earnest Search Committee and I have taken great care in exploring the possibility of my serving as your next full-time settled minister.  I am thrilled that they have invited me to be your candidate.  Beginning on Sunday morning, you will have many opportunities to chat with me, ask me questions, hear me preach and lead worship, and spend time with me in groups large and small.  Please take part in these upcoming opportunities for fellowship with me and with each other!  On May 4th, the Fellowship will vote - I hope every member will attend.  Your Search Committee and I feel confident that our week together will be a happy success.  

I’m pleased to tell you a bit about myself.  I was raised Unitarian Universalist.  Yet I understand and am sensitive to the fact that most UUs today come from another background or no religious background.  I have spent most of my life in New England.  But I have long considered moving to Pennsylvania because of some lovely visits to your area - and because you have shorter, warmer winters with less snow.  I considered going to Lancaster Seminary, but instead I attended Bangor Theological Seminary in Bangor, Maine.  While at seminary, I was the Interim Minister for the UU church in Pittsfield, Maine.  I received my Master of Divinity degree from BTS in May 2001.  Since then, I have served as minister of the UU Church of Winchendon, Massachusetts.  I love folk music; theatre and films in which the actors are the focus, rather than flashy special effects; exploring the history of a place; and listening to the amazing insights people say, especially children.  I have also done years of rewarding work with people who have some disabilities, but also so many gifts and graces.  

I love all that your area has to offer, and your Fellowship’s building, lively programs and events, focus on peace, religious education for all ages, creativity in worship services, and your passion for all aspects of your congregational life. When I think of all the great things we can do together, I feel happy, motivated, and inspired. I look forward to “merry meetings” with you.

In care and cheer,

Rev. Jennie

